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all pretty bad form for Interpol. The not-for-profit Police International Bureau provides technical and
administrative support to police forces around the world in their fight against organized crime and
terrorism. Its members are neither elected nor officially organized by any government, but it is
hardly an independent policing agency. On Tuesday, Interpol announced that the agency had been
hacked, leading to the compromise of some 80,000 police records, including details of investigations,
computer-assisted fingerprint analyses, and biometric access controls. Some of the information was
encrypted, which would have taken considerable effort to decrypt, but other sensitive information
was on an unencrypted server, which can be accessed by anyone with a login. The documents were
accessed through an anonymous proxy server, which appears to be operated by an Arab hacker
group and was discussed in March in the online forum UGRS. Leaked, but not decrypted, was a
database of Interpol's "Mutual Legal Assistance" (MLA) database, which links the biometric details
of people suspected of being criminals to known identities. The leak also reveals the identities of
people who were "endorsed" to the database as having been investigated by Interpol's police arm,
the International
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