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systems are commonly used today to exchange information. for example, a personal computer (pc) can receive a data file from a server or from a peer via a world wide web server. the same pc may also transmit an e-mail message to the server or to another pc.

networked systems are also used to play video and audio signals. to exchange information, such systems utilize operating system services to communicate between processes, typically on a global or thread-local basis. for example, a server can have a first process
that controls access to a resource for a first client and a second process that controls access to the resource for a second client. the two processes can be executed independently by the server. each process can have the same (or different) thread-local address space.
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