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Monitor / January 26, 1990 Washington WASHINGTON, DC In a bit of PR trivia, President George Bush forgot to send a thank-you note to the President of the Soviet Union for the Christmas gift of a quarter-ton of top-grade cheese from the Kremlin. Which is more than one can

say for a letter President Bush and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev sent in 1984, calling for a repeal of the Jackson-Vanik amendment to the Trade Act, which restricted Soviet export of goods to the US. The Ambassador called for repeal of the law, which created a Soviet
exchange-rate policy mechanism, because it deprived the Soviet government of ''an important tool'' in pursuing economic reform. To Gorbachev's surprise and dismay, the President's letter was warmly received by the Soviets and led to rapid implementation of a series of
economic reforms. This latest episode in the complicated history of US-Soviet relations was the subject of a friendly conversation between Vice President Bush and President Gorbachev at a White House event at the end of the President's traditional Christmas vacation here

on January 24. (Bush will be returning to the Washington area on January 27, where he will attend the funeral of former Secretary of State and defense secretary James Schlesinger.) The Gorbachev-Bush talk got short shrift in the US media, which are currently excited by
more important issues, such as tightening the noose on former National Security Adviser Dr. John Poindexter's guilty plea to four counts of conspiracy and two counts of fraud. A Washington-based private-sector employee at Poindexter's trial testified that he got the data on

the Reagan letter to the Soviets from Reagan's national security advisers. During the course of the trial, which was held in part in Palm Beach, Florida, last spring, it was disclosed that some of the letter's contents had come as a surprise to all of the president's senior
advisers, and that the White House was trying hard to suppress knowledge of the letter's publication. Speculation about why the Soviets may have played such an important role in c6a93da74d
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