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crackPercutaneous vertebroplasty for the treatment of spinal
hemangioblastomas: two case reports. Hemangioblastomas are
relatively rare primary tumors of the central nervous system.
About 90% of the lesions occur in the brain and spinal cord.
Intramedullary spinal hemangioblastomas are much more common
than intradural tumors. The tumors generally affect people in the
third to fifth decades of life. Of the neurological symptoms,
paraplegia is the most common. Magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI) is the best diagnostic method for the diagnosis of
hemangioblastoma. The treatment options for hemangioblastomas
include surgical resection, radiation therapy, cryotherapy,
embolization, and chemotherapy. However, hemangioblastomas
are not cured, and 50% of the lesions recur following treatment. In
cases of prolonged neurological deficits or surgical resection,
percutaneous vertebroplasty (PV) can be useful. The purpose of
this study was to present two cases of hemangioblastomas treated
with PV. The clinical outcomes of the patients were evaluated after
6 months of follow-up. In the first case, a hemangioblastoma was
located on the fifth cervical vertebra (C5). The patient was
admitted to our clinic after a gradual onset of progressive back
pain. MRI revealed a 4 × 2.5-cm intramedullary lesion at C5. The
symptoms resolved completely after PV of the tumor. The patient
was followed up for a total of 6 months, and the last follow-up MRI
revealed near-complete resolution of the tumor. In the second
case, a hemangioblastoma was located on the first thoracic
vertebra (T1). The patient was admitted to our clinic after a
gradual onset of progressive right leg weakness. MRI revealed a 6
× 4.5-cm intradural tumor at the level of T1. The patient
experienced partial resolution of the symptoms after PV. The
patient was followed up for a total of 6 months and had a partial
neurological improvement on the right leg. The findings suggest
that PV is an important and effective treatment modality for
intramedullary spinal hemangioblastomas.Q: How to format for
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sounds.Predicting the Landscape of DNA Polymorphisms in Human

Stem Cells. Although a number of knockout experiments are
available for functional annotation of the genes, a comprehensive

understanding of the functional roles of the noncoding DNA
variations in the context of human stem cells is lacking. To identify

the functional roles of various types of single-nucleotide
polymorphisms (SNPs) in human stem cells, we developed a

computational tool named PolymorphicSNPScout, which quantifies
the disruption to stem cell function that potentially is caused by

many SNPs. PolymorphicSNPScout predicts the deleteriousness of
SNPs by incorporating the structural and evolutionary features of
human noncoding sequences, including the regulatory elements,
repetitive sequences, and conserved noncoding sequences. We

examined the accuracy of PolymorphicSNPScout in evaluating the
impact of the SNPs and the relationships between the

deleteriousness and the types of SNPs, and estimated the potential
loss of stem cell function arising from genetic variants. The results

demonstrated that PolymorphicSNPScout is a powerful
bioinformatics tool for the functional annotation of human

polymorphisms in the context of stem cells. Authors' contributions
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